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Executive summary

Japan'’s Cultural Relations for the 21st Century —An Anatomy—

Background

In the new era of the 21st century, the acknowledgement of cultural
diversity is regarded as one of the key factors for peace-building and human
development. We have to take into consideration the fact that
“globalization” also includes Japan’s cultural circumstances.

Japan at present is facing various social difficulties. Its
socio-economic system that used to function favorably for the achievement
of its post-war prosperity does not seem to be apt any longer for the changed
social structure of Japan today. Japan’s presence in the world, particularly
supported by its economic power, has become far greater than what is in the
mind of the average Japanese. Japan’s increased contribution to the
peace-building and economic development in the world has been
increasingly desired by the international community. It is a pity, however,
that the majority of the Japanese are not necessarily conscious of this and
rather inclined to be too reserved to meet the expectation of the
international community with the result that the negative image of Japan
gets sometimes strengthened.

On the other hand, Japan’s culture, including its pop culture, has
become more and more popular throughout the world. It is quite
understandable that from diplomatic viewpoint, Japan’s culture looks as
one of the promising tools for the improvement of international
environments in which Japan has to live. How can we make the best use of
Japan’s culture for our better international relations with the rest of the
world? Although some steps have recently been taken by the Japanese
government, they do not seem to be good enough to meet the challenge and
demand it is facing.

Purpose of this study

With the above viewpoint in mind, the present writer intends to
examine the question of policy-making and its effective implementation
regarding Japan’s cultural relations with other countries.



Summary of the recommendation

One of the thorny issues of Japan’s international cultural relations is
that a certain stereotype and sometimes distorted image of Japan is almost
built-in and continues to be accepted abroad. It is necessary that the
Japanese become more conscious of this. They should realize that leaving
the negative image of Japan untouched is essentially unfavorable and
sometimes disastrous to its own national interests.

True, trying to improve such negative image through the various means
of public diplomacy may be sometimes quite effective in the short run. In
the end, however, it is the confidence-building in the long-run that counts
more. The experience of history tells us that peace-building begins in the
mind of people. Reliance, respect, familiarity and sympathy are not tangible
and difficult to evaluate from the viewpoint of cost and benefit analysis.
Invisible and yet powerful, such feelings should be considered to be one of
the most important national objectives to be achieved , together with
security and economic well-being of the nation.
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