
Located within sight of the famous 
Marlion statue, Marina Mandarin Hotel in 
the Marina district of Singapore was the 
venue of "The Expert Meeting on Maritime 
Safety and Marine Environment 
Protection in Southeast Asia" - the first of 
its kind that invited WMU Sasakawa 
Fellows in neighboring countries to 
exchange expert views and information 
with each other on various maritime issues.
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The meeting that took place on 
November 19-20, 2003 was organized 
and sponsored by the Shipbuilding 
Division of the JETRO Singapore Center, 
under financial support from SOF.  Two 
representative Fellows each from four 
countries managed to squeeze time out 
of their busy routines to participate in 
the meeting.

Vietnam
Msc. Vu The Quang, Vietnam National 
Maritime Bureau
Mr. Nguyen Hai Nam, Hochiminh City 
Port Authority

Indonesia
Mr. Rusman Hoesein, Indonesia 
Maritime Institute
Mr. Roy Kasiono, Directorate General 
Sea Communications

The Philippines
Ms. Sonia B. Malaluan, Maritime 
Industry Authority
Mr. Joseph B. Badajos, Philippine 
Coast Guard

Thailand
Ms. Wanna Waiwingrob, Ministry of 
Transport
Mr. Narinsak Sattaprasit, Ministry of 
Transport

The first day - November 19, 2003

Opening Session
The day's meeting was attended by Mr. 
H. Ishiwata and Mr. I. Teranishi, 
President and Vice-President, respec-
tively, of The Cooperative Associations 
of Japanese Shipbuilders.

Mr. M. Uesono, Director of 
Shipbuilding Department of JETRO 
Singapore Center described the scope 
and purpose of the meeting. The 
meeting had two agendas:

1) Current regulations on ships 
engaged in domestic transportation in 
the participant countries

2) Promotion of information 
exchange on maritime safety and 
marine environment protection

Mr. Eisuke Kudo, Managing Director 
of SOF, made introductory remarks, 
followed by the keynote address of Mr. 
Ikuo Ishida, Director of Safety and 
Standards Division, Maritime Bureau, 
Japanese Ministry of Land, Infrastruc-

ture and Transport (MLIT).

Presentation of Country Reports
Concerning the first agenda, the 
participants gave a presentation of 
country reports, taking turns as 
chairperson.

Indonesia
Maritime safety (including marine 
pollution prevention and combating / 
response) is carried out by the 
Directorate General of Sea Com-
munications.

As a flag state and port state, 
Indonesia has its own regulations for non-
conventional ships in Indonesian waters, 
oriented to international standards.

Regarding the ISPS code, Indonesia 
has already issued Minister of 
Communication decree No. 33/2003 for 
its implementation, and it will be 
executed through the national maritime 
safety committee.

The Philippines
International conventions and codes 
applicable to or covering Philippine 
registered ships are being implemented 
by MARINA and PCG, while applicable 
or practicable provisions are also 
adopted in some areas to non-
conventional ships.

Several national legislations were 
promulgated and specific rules and 
regulations were implemented to 
prevent pollution or to protect the 
marine environment.  Contingency 
plans were also prepared in case of 
accidents/incidents of oil spill or 
marine pollution.

Other safety policy measures were 
introduced to smaller domestic vessels 
to enhance or improve maritime safety 
in the domestic trade.

Thailand
According to a recent strategy plan of 
Thailand, the Ministry of Transport is 
urged to create safe and envi-
ronmentally friendly transportation 
for better quality of life through the 
revision and innovation of laws 
concerned.

Particularly, in domestic transport, 
the marine department has taken an 
important role in improving national 
laws such as the revision of navigation 
in the Thai Waters Act and enacting of 
new rules for ship surveys.  All laws are 
intended to contribute to better 
maritime safety, environmental 
protection, to fit a rapidly changing 
world.  Thailand strongly believes that 
safer domestic transport will benefit 
society, and support national economic 
development to a great extent.

Vietnam
The Vietnam country report gave an 
overview of the country's location and 
geographic feature, commercial port 
system, Vietnam National Merchant 
Fleet, and occurrence of marine 
disasters and marine pollution in 
Vietnamese territorial water.

It also described the maritime and 
inland waterway administration in 
Vietnam, including the organizational 
structure, main functions of 
administrative bodies and sub-bodies 
such as port authorities, the maritime 

safety agency, the maritime safety 
inspectorate, the maritime search and 
rescue coordination center, and ship 
communication and electronic 
companies.

The report also presented current 
regulations and policies on maritime 
safety of ships and maritime envi-
ronment conservation for ships 
engaged in domestic transportation.  

Free Discussion
After the presentations by the 
participant countries, Ms. Sonia 
Malaluan chaired an open discussion 
on additional questions and clarifi-
cations on the presentations as well as 
the following issues: 1) Issues on 
demolishing/recycling domestic 
voyage vessels; 2) Regulations on river-
going vessels and ocean-going vessels, 
as well as Search and Rescue 
operations and handling of crimes; 
and 3) Harmonization of domestic 
regulations in view of international 
voyages using rivers.

The second day - November 20, 2003

The participants continued discus-
sions with the second agenda, 
promotion of information exchange 
on maritime safety and marine 
environment protection.

Under the chairpersonship of Mr. 
Ishida, vigorous discussion was held on 
the following topics:
- Double Hull regulations for  small 

tankers (600-5000 DW) carrying 
heavy grade oil

- AFS convention
- Exhausted gas (MARPOL Annex VI)
- Fishing vessel safety (Torremolinos 

convention / protocol)
- ISPS code (SOLAS chapter X1-2)
- Marine accident statistics
- IMO discussions and positions of Asia
- Ship surveyors and PSC officers

For the agenda of the next meeting, the 
following topics were proposed:

- Impact of technological innovation on 
ships and ports towards safety and 
environmental regulations

- Training of ship surveyors and PSC 
officers

- Implementation of ISPS code

The participants reviewed the draft 
minutes of the meeting and approved 
it unanimously, and came to share the 
following:

Whether or not the participant 
countries become parties related by 
international conventions, it is of 
primary importance for each of the 
countries to pursue the utmost effort to 
ensure maritime safety and marine 
environment protection under the 
current circumstances in the respective 
countries, and

To promote maritime information 
exchange among the Southeast Asian 
countries, the participants recognize 
the usefulness and importance of 
expert meetings based on the trans-
border comradeship of WMU 
graduates, and will endeavor to make 
known the results of the present 
meeting to the peers and the people 
concerned in their own countries.

In appreciation of support from 
MLIT, The Nippon Foundation and 
SOF, the participants voiced the 
expectation that expert meetings on 
various maritime topics be held 
continually or at regular intervals in 
the future.

Lastly, SOF announced that they are 
ready to give support and assistance 
for the national chapters of WMU 
Sasakawa Fellows to voluntarily 
implement activities useful to the 
maritime communities in their own 
countries.  SOF's concrete proposals to 
this end included the following:

SOF believes the creation of a web 
site is instrumental to promote 
communication among WMU Sasakawa 
Fellows at home and abroad. Con-
sequently, SOF is ready to help any 
Chapter to create its own web site, if it 
has yet to make one.

To raise the professional status of 
WMU Sasakawa Fellows in their own 
countries, SOF will help them to stage 
a conference, a technical seminar or 
an expert forum that will be 
beneficial to the maritime community 
in their countries.

The participant Fellows agreed to 
bring SOF's proposals back home to 
discuss with their peers.

Sasakawa Fellows Met in Singapore

The following is an excerpt from a speech delivered by Mr. 
Yohei Sasakawa at an international forum on Resource 
Development and Environmental Protection in the Northern 
Seas. The forum was held at the Hotel Kaiyo in Tokyo, on 
November 6, 2003. This selection should give readers a 
glimpse of the wide-ranging contributions that the Chairman 
of "Friends" is making in the international maritime field.

INSROP (International Northern Sea Route Program) has 
its origins in a 1992 meeting I held with the Norwegian 
ambassador to Japan. The ambassador brought me a 
proposal for a joint research project into the viability of a 
commercial sea route that would pass through the Arctic 
Ocean. When I thought of the fact that the sea is becoming 
less and less a part of humankind's dreams and hopes, I 
decided that this was a project worth taking on.

Thus, I got involved as chairman of the INSROP 
Steering Committee of Sponsors. The international project 
began in 1993 and ran for six years: a cooperative effort 
between the Fridtjof Nansen Institute of Norway, Russia's 
Central Marine Research and Design Institute, and the 
Ship & Ocean Foundation. We studied the potential of a 

northern sea route from every possible angle, including an 
experimental voyage to test our theories. Finally, in Oslo 
in 1999, the results were presented before a large 
audience of experts. Our conclusion was that such a route 
was definitely possible. (This project report, entitled The 
Northern Sea Route - The Shortest Sea Route Linking East 
Asia and Europe is available at the WMU library.)

I have strong expectations for this second phase of 
INSROP, which will study two things: the development of 
natural resources in the areas bordering the Arctic Ocean 
and Sea of Okhotsk, and the improvement of the lives of 
people living in such harsh arctic regions.

This is the 6th issue of the newsletter and, fortunately, 
we had no difficulty in finding main articles.  It might 
be owing to the effort of the SOF staff, but I believe 
that it shows that the network of Sasakawa Fellows is 
growing and their activities have expanded.  

Many Sasakawa Fellows from Southeast Asian 
countries gathered in Singapore to attend the Expert 
Meeting on Marine Safety and Marine Environment 
Protection in Southeast Asia, which will strengthen the 
cooperation among Sasakawa Fellows of those countries.  
Since it was the first attempt in the region, SOF organized 
the meeting, but I hope Sasakawa Fellows will make a plan, 

possibly with the support of SOF, to operate such  
activities in the near future.  

In early December, I visited Malmö in order to attend 
two meetings, one an IMO stability correspondence group 
meeting, and the other ISO/TC8/SC11 security working 
group meeting.  It was my first trip to Malmö for me and I 
was impressed by the beautiful sights in the city.  As 
everybody at WMU knows, it was the winter season and 
daytime was very brief.  I hope to go there again in summer.  

Ko Koiso
Chief Researcher, The Shipbuilding Research Association of Japan

“My Dear Sasakawa Fellows:
I would like to express my deepest gratitude for the 

large number of Christmas cards and letters that you 
students and graduates have written to me. In 2003 I 
spent a total of 125 days traveling abroad, working on 
such projects as Friends of WMU. Your letters have 
continually buoyed my spirits.

Though my busy schedule does not permit me the 
time to respond to each of you individually, I would like 
to take this opportunity to thank all of you from my heart.

Yohei Sasakawa
Chair, Friends of WMU

Sasakawa Fellows at the Expert Meeting held in Singapore, November 19-20, 2003

A message from the Chairman

Mr. Sasakawa talks 
about the Northern Sea Route


