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1. Background

“Daigaku Zennyu Jidai”(— by 2007, the total number of applicants will be equal to the
total number of enrollees in universities and colleges, due mainly to the declining
college-age population in Japan.) In times of structural evolution and intense
competition, universities have been floundering to maintain balance between creating
a vivid and energetic atmosphere for students in order to boost enrollment, while
trying to retain traditional academic protocols. The current campus environment has
diminished educational authority over students, while creating a chorus of public
disenchantment with universities as they have become a hotbed of Freeter
(Non-fulltime worker) and ‘NEET (Not in Employment, Education/ and Training)’.
Accordingly, they are receiving extreme criticism about the college education system,

and urging drastic reform measures.

As a result, while trying to keep efforts into training courses for communication skills,
many universities are now eager to provide students with more technique-
and-qualification-oriented vocational training courses, so that they are equipped with
necessary resources to make them immediately effective in the workplace after

graduation.

In order for universities to communicate with students more effectively beyond just the
professor level, and to expand into the faculty and administrative personnel, I have
developed a self-expression and evaluation training method for improving
communication skills. I have continuously campaigned to faculty members at
universities nationwide, to help them improve their self-awareness as educational
supporters. Through my campaign, participants honed their ability; to learn from

others, to accept others, and to develop his/her-own humanity at a significant level.

From the findings, the following inference has been drawn:

Improvement of students’ communication skills and enhancement of their motivation



in learning, through the introduction of the “self-expression and evaluation training
method” for the first-year-college-education program, which would contribute to

reinvent the universities.

2. Study Objective

Long-term educational effects on the freshman class by the “self-expression and
evaluation training methods” were observed at the basic seminar for the freshman in
the management class at the Department of the Management Policy of Obirin
University. It worked to enhance learning-motives. As for short-term effects, all
members of the freshman woman at the Seisen Woman’s college were participating in
the training, which was preset in the common program of the basic seminar, and it

worked to produce a comradely among participants.

The objective of the study, therefore, is to discover a new possibility of the
“self-expression and evaluation trainings” as a communication tool which can be used

widely among generations, occupations, and nationalities.

3. Proposal Summary

To find a clue to solve the problems in today’s society, we should realize that the
University is a place to learn, and keep learning, in other words, the University acts
squarely with the principle of Learning. Students are the main character on campuses
of universities and colleges. I have every confidence that students, full of spirit, will
make campuses and communities cheerful, and will make our nation lively, then
ultimately, they project on the whole world as well.

With that confidence, here are proposals:

(D Incorporate the self-expression and evaluation training into the educational
programs for the freshman at all universities nationwide.

@ Train and encourage numerous ‘Facilitators’ to fulfill the above requirement.

@ Grant for using government fund to cover all cost associated with both items®
and @.
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