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This Joint Statement is the outcome of two rounds of ocean security
dialogue between eminent experts from India and Japan that took place
during less than a one-year period starting from December 2005. It was
adopted at Indo-Japan Dialogue on Ocean Security Phase I1-2,” staged by
Ocean Policy Research Foundation in Tokyo on October 12-13, 2006.
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Joint Statement on India-Japan Ocean Security-Cooperation

Japan and India are two maritime nations lying on either flank of rapidly growing
Asia. While Japan already has a well developed economy as a trading nation since
the end of WWII, India, having deregulated its own economy since 1991, is also
experiencing rapid economic growth. Both nations are mature democracies in Asia
and share values such as market economy and rule of law. In these years, mutual
visits of leaders have become frequent. During their April 2005 summit meeting in
India, Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi and Prime Minister Manmohan Singh
agreed to strengthen thé' strategic orientation of India-Japan global partnership.”
In May 2006, Defense Minister Fukushiro Nukaga and Defense Minister Pranab

Mukherjee reiterated their commitment to deepen security related dialogues.

The two maritime nations enjoy the blessings of the sea, and their security and
prosperity depend on the maintenance of order in th¢ JIAJ Japan-India-Arabian Seall
Sea Route” [0 a sea lane connecting the area surrounding Japan and the Arabian Sea
through the East and South China Seas, the Straits of Malacca and the northern Indian
Ocean. In recent years, maritime terrorism and piracy, along with other crimes at sea
such as poaching and illegal fishing, smuggling of drugs, arms and illicit migration, and
transportation of weapons of mass destructiori] WMDUhave begun to emerge as major
concerns to the safety of shipping. There are also concerns regarding environmental
pollution, safe navigation and safety of life particularly in times of natural disasters. Both
Japan and India possess credible maritime capabilities in their respective regions in the
form of their Navies and Coast Guards and can play significant roles in countering these
threats. Cooperation with each other as also with other forces belonging to user nations

as well as littoral countries merits consideration.

Since November 2003, the Ocean Policy Research Foundation and the Society
for Indian Ocean Studies have conducted five rounds of India-Japan Dialogue on
Ocean Security,” taking advantage of free discussions irf Track II” meetings. In

November 2004, to sum up the Phase | discussion, we issued the' Joint Statement
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on Ocean Security Cooperation between India and Japan” in Tokyo. The Joint State-
ment called for: further cooperation between Japanese and Indian navies and coast
guards; the establishment of Information Network of India-Japan Ocean Security;”
and strengthening of bilateral economic cooperation to promote bilateral security

relations.

In Phase Il of the dialogue, we exchanged ideas on the challenges and responses
arising from violence at sea, the structure and the scope of information sharing and

bilateral cooperation in maritime industries in India.

With regard to the security environment, we acknowledged that there are secur-
ity concerns in thé JIA Sea Route” such as terrorism, piracy and other unlawful acts
in the littoral areas. Attack against cargo ships and hijacking are the most serious
concerns: cargos are sold and ships can be used for terrorism or smuggling of
weapons. Large ferry boats, tankers, LNG ships, and VLCCs can be also used for
terrorism at sea which might cause severe damage. Every nation concerned shares
an interest in maritime security, but, due to its legal/policy restrictions and relations
with littoral nations, Japan has to take its own measures in some areas. However,
there is much scope left for Japan and India to cooperate in maritime security, and
we acknowledged the necessity of consultation for maritime security information
sharing at each area, step and level and its implementation, the promotion of confi-
dence-building measures for profound maritime security cooperation, and the ne-

cessity of conducting study on various agreements of cooperation.

Regarding maritime information sharing, we acknowledged that since the stable
and sustainable use of the sea is becoming more and more important, it is desirable
to collect, analyze, evaluate and distribute a wide range of information in order to
develop policies on maritime security. Since the summer of 2005, the OPRF has
been issuing OPRF MARINT Monthly Report,” collecting and analyzing open in-
formation on military affairs, law and order, foreign and political affairs, economy,
natural resources, and environment. Based on this activity, we discussed ways of

exchanging and sharing maritime information between Japan and India.
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With regard to the confidence-building measures between Japanese and Indian
maritime security organizations, first of all, we acknowledged that the relationship
between the Japanese and Indian Coast Guards[] a relationship which has its origin in
the cooperation in the 1999 Alondra Rainbow incident( is growing rapidly and practi-
cally despite its short history. The two organizations agreed on mutual visits of directors
and ships and on promotion of cooperation in anti-piracy, maritime security and search
and rescue missions. They are also conducting practical joint training on search and

rescue, fire-fighting, arresting pirates, and confirmation of safety of assaulted ships.

On the other hand, the relationship between the Japan Maritime Self-Defense
Forcdl JMSDFOand Indian Navy began in 1969, when JMSDF training squadron
visited India and Indian warships visited Japan. But these exchanges were not sub-
stantive. Given the dispatch of Japanese vessels to the Indian Ocean under the Anti-
Terrorism Special Measures Law, the joint training showed some progress. Both
Naval Chiefs of Staff agreed in February 2006 to start staff talks and the first such
talk is to be conducted at the end of this year. Since 2001, India has participated in
minesweeping training under the Western Pacific Naval Symposiunil WPNSOand
conducted joint training with the Japanese and other navies. At the India-Japan
Defense Ministers meeting in May 2006 in Japan, it was agreed to conduct a wide

range of positive defense interactions and confidence-building.

Concerning India-Japan economic relations in maritime industries, we acknow!-
edged that economic cooperation, especially in maritime industries, is indispen-
sable for India-Japan maritime security cooperation. Measures should be taken to
promote cooperation in shipbuilding, development of port infrastructure, shipping,
and other activities in ports, rivers, and the sea. Cooperation in maritime industries
will lead to the improvement of software/hardware maritime infrastructure in India,
which not only strengthens bilateral economic relations but also contributes to

mutual security by reducing vulnerability against threats at sea.

The India-Japan Dialogue on Ocean Security, based on the series of discussions,

now recommends the following measures:
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1. Responses to Violence at Sea

O Cooperate in areas of common and mutual interests at sea. These should in-
clude the measures required for countering unlawful activities at sea as speci-
fied under international agreements.

O Cooperate in minimizing damages, for example, in responses to maritime pollu-
tion, salvage, natural disasters, in safety of life at sea and for safe navigation as
specified in international agreements.

O Promote confidence-building measures to deepen cooperation in maritime se-
curity affairs and identify precise areas of cooperation.

0 Undertake study on cooperation with littoral states in the JIA to assist them in

countering threats to safety of seaborne commerce.

2. Exchange and Sharing of Maritime Information
0 Establish an information sharing mechanism.
O *OThis bilateral mechanism will, using e-mail, exchange information on is-
sues relating to maritime security and related economic activity.
0 Complement information sharing at the national level with the measures above.

O Cooperate at track Il level for effective functions of the ReCAAP and its ISC.

3. Confidence-Building Measures between India-Japan Maritime Security Or-
ganizations

O Further strengthen the cooperation between the two Navies as already agreed

upon in May 2006 between the two Defense Ministers through joint exercises

for goodwill, search and rescue and counter terrorism, and exchange program

on maintenance and logistics.

4. Strengthening India-Japan Economic Cooperation in Maritime Industries
O Cooperate in advancing Indian shipbuilding capabilities, promoting ship recy-
cling and modernizing port infrastructure and river navigation.
0 Seek cooperation in Indian shipping industries and other maritime activities.
0 Establish a system to transmit information on maritime industries from India to Japan.

O Plan use of ODAT mainly yen loans[Jas necessary and establish a non-govern-
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mental expert conference to promote economic cooperation.
O Invite private funds for maritime industries and take measures for it.
O Promote joint ventures for export to third countries in selected areas.

0 Assist India to promote its seafaring training programs.

Conclusion
The above is the result of our three-year long dialogue. The India-Japan Dia-
logue on Ocean Security recommends the deepening and broadening of the India-
Japan strategic maritime partnership without delay for ensuring regional security
which is the focus of the dialogue.
October 13, 2006

The India-Japan Dialogue on Ocean Security, Phase 11-2

Endorsed by:
O Indian Delegates
Mihir K. Roy, Council Member of Society for Indian Ocean Studies
Sanjay Chaturvedi, Indian Ocean Research Group, Panjab University
Premvir S. Das, Former C-in-C, Eastern Naval Command
Milan K. Mukherjee, President, Naval Architecture Association of India
Prabhakaran Paleri, Former Director General, Indian Coast Guard
Ranjit B. Rai, Vice President, Indian Maritime Foundation
Malvinder S. Bedi, Society for Indian Ocean Studies
0 Japanese DelegatesO
Kazuya Natsukawa, Ex-Chairman of Joint Staff Council, Japan Defense Agency
Minoru Aoki, Ex-Superintendent, Japan Coast Guard Academy
Masahiko Sasajima, Senior Staff, Ombudsmen Committee, the Yomiuri Shimbun
Takako Hirose, Professor, Faculty of Law, Senshu University
Teruhiko Mano, Professor, Seigakuin University
Makoto Yamazaki, Ex-Commander-in-Chief, Self Defense Fleet, Japan Maritime
Self-Defense Force
Masahiro Akiyama, Chairman, Ocean Policy Research Foundation

Kazumine Akimoto, Senior Research Fellow, Ocean Policy Research Foundation
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Indo-Japan Dialogue on Ocean Security Phase II-2

Date and Venue
October 12-13, 2006

Toranomon Pastoral Hotel, 4-1-1 Toranomon, Minato-ku, Tokyo, Japan

Introduction

For Japan, a trading nation whose prosperity hinges upon sea transportation, the
security of sea lanes constitutes a prioritized national interest. Under the present na-
tional policy, Japan willy-nilly relies on the United States and the coastal states for the
security of sea lanes farther than 1,000 nautical miles away from our shores. Conse-
quently, it is needless to say that it is of paramount importance to not only maintain an
enduring alliance with the United States, but promote a closer relationship as well with
the coastal states. In reality, however, substantive bilateral talks on the ocean security
have so far failed to be pursued between Japan and the coastal states. Herein lies the

reason for promotion of dialogues with them by private-sector initiative.

When it comes to the transport of crude oil from the Middle East to Japan, SLOC

0 Sea Lines of CommunicationOthrough the Indian Ocean are vital, along with
the Malacca Strait and other choke points. Yet, the waters where tankers bound for
Japan frequent are fraught with piracy and armed robbery. Therefore, it is quite
natural that we look to a greater role played by India in maintaining the security of

SLOC through the Indian Ocean.

Since November 2003, Ocean Policy Research Foundatiornd OPRFhas been
implementing’ Indo-Japan Dialogue on Ocean Security” together with Society of
Indian Ocean Studied] SIOS based on the common recognition that India and
Japan should account more for the security of sea lanes between the Middle East
and Japan, and that cooperation between the two countries is of vital importance.
However, in reality, it was unlikely that the Indo-Japan relation would progress

dramatically on intergovernmental basis. The members of the dialogue concur that
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it is the mission of a second track initiative to exchange views in a neutral setting and
to work out concrete proposals, thereby helping disseminate proper knowledge
about ocean security issues. From these points of views, OPRF has, as part of its
efforts to help develop non-governmental ocean security dialogues, promoted a sub-
stantive bilateral dialogue between India and Japan, while arousing the public aware-

ness about ocean security issues.

A broad array of experts including retired top brass of navy; coast guard officials;
academics; journalists; diplomats and economists participated in the dialogue. Based
on discussions at the preceding rounds of dialoguel the first in Tokyo, November
2003; the second in New Delhi, April 2004; the third in Tokyo, November 2004, and
the fourth in New Delhi in December 200500 , the experts gathered together at the
fifth round of dialogue once again in Tokyo, October 2006, to deepen discussions.
On the second day] October 13, 2006of the two day conference, they adopted the

“ Joint Statement on India-Japan Ocean Security Cooperation.”0] See pp. 10-14.00

India is the largest nation in south Asia, possessing’ ocean power” [0 power to
make access to the potentials of the ocean. She has been achieving remarkable eco-
nomic development in recent years, while cultivating political and economic ties with
ASEAN countries, China and Japan. With the end of the Cold War, India shifted its
diplomatic policy and pursued efforts to establish sustainable relations with major coun-
tries in the world. In December 2001, the then premier Vajpayee visited Japan and
issued a joint declaration with Prime Minister Koizumi, confirming the importance of

bilateral cooperation to ensure the safety of international maritime transportation.

On the occasion of Prime Minister Koizumi’ s official visiting India in April 2006 at
the invitation of Indian Prime Minister Singh, the two leaders held in-depth discussions
which focussed in particular on adding greater substance to bilateral relations and on
measures to further deepen the Japan-India Global Partnership. They decided to
strengthen the Japan-India Global Partnership through an Eight-fold Initiative, which
comprises of measures for cooperation in eight key areas of interaction, and it takes up

“ enhanced security dialogue and cooperation” as the third key area.
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Conference Program

Thursday, 12th October 2006 Azur” on 6th FloorO

Inaugural Session
090 0001 1001 00
0 Opening remarks[] ADM Natsukawa
O Security environment in the Indian Ocean] VADM Mihir Roy
O Japanl Indian Relations Under the New Administration of Japanese Govern-

ment O Mr. Sasajima, Senior Staff, Ombudsmen Committee, The Yomiuri

Shimbun

Session 10 Maritime Terrorism and its Prevention
100 000 1301 00
ChairD VADM Mihir Roy] 25 min each presentation]
0 Review and Recapitulation of Arguments on Maritime Violence and lllicit Ac-
tivitiesd Mr. Aoki
O Maritime violence in Indian Ocean: Possibilities and Responsest] VADM Das
O Threats of Maritime Terrorismd VADM Yamazaki

O Legal Issues for Suppression of Unlawful Acts] Dr. Paleri

1201 000 1301 00
Discussions
Modality of Indo] Japan Cooperation and Specific Measures for Combating

Terrorism

Session 20 Indo0 Japan Information Sharing
140 000 170 00
Chair Professor Hiroseé 25 min each presentation[]
0 ReCAAP Information Sharing Centreld CDR Tohyama, Deputy Director, Inter-
national Criminal Investigation Div., Guard and Rescure Department, Japan
Coast Guard

O Maritime activities in choke points of Indian Ocean(] Dr. Paleri
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0 OPRF Marsecint Centre[] RADM Akimoto

O Information in the Indian Oceanl] Dr. Chaturvedi

160 000 1701 00

Discussions
Implementation of Information sharing infrastructure

Friday 13th October 20063 Azur” on 6th Floor
Session 30 Indo- Japan Cooperation on Ocean-based Industries

0901 0001 1107 40
Chaird Admiral Dad] 20 min each presentation(]
0 Globalization Developments and New Challenges of Indo[] Japan Relationsd
Dr. Mano
O India’ s programme for modernising Indian PortsC] Commodore Rai
O Indian Shipbuilding Industry : Present and Future PotentialdJ Commodore
Mukherjee
O Indo0 Japan Cooperation in Developing Maritime Infrastructure Mr.
Kobayashi, Senior Vice President & Division COQO, Ship, Aerospace & Trans-
portation Systems Division, Mitsubishi Corporation
0 Utilization of ODA to Enhance Indo-Japan Economic Cooperation for the Ocean-
based Industrial Infrastructured Mr. Ishizu, Assistant Vice-Minister for Inter-

national Affairs, Minister’s Secretariat, Ministry of Land, Infrastructure and

Transport

1000 4000 1101 40

Discussions
Motivation to promote economic cooperation

1600 30 - 1700 30
Valedictory Sessiond Joint Statementd] ADM Natsukawa

Discussants : Dr. Hirose and Dr. Paleri

O Closing Remarksd VADM Mihir Roy
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0 Closing Remarks[] Mr. Akiyama

1801 000 2000 00
Dinner Reception

Presentation of Joint Statement] Mr. Masahiro Akiyama, Chairman, OPRF

Indian Delegates:

VADM Mihir K. Roy, Council Member of Society for Indian Ocean Studies

Dr. Sanjay Chaturvedi, Indian Ocean Research Group, Panjab University

VADM Premvir S. Das, Former C-in-C, Eastern Naval Command

Commodore Milan K. Mukherjee, President, Naval Architecture Association of India
VADMI Dr.OPrabhakaran Paleri, Former Director Generall Retd.[] Indian Coast Guard
Commodore Ranjit B. Rai, Vice President, Indian Maritime Foundation

RADM Malvinder S. Bedi, Society for Indian Ocean Studies

Japanese Delegates

ADM Kazuya Natsukawa, Special Adviser, Hitachi Ltd.

Mr. Minoru Aoki, Executive Director of the Junior Sea Friend’ s Federation of Japan

Mr. Hajime Ishizu, Assistant Vice-Minister for International Affairs, Minister’ s Sec-
retariat, Ministry of Land, Infrastructure and Transport

Mr. Ken Kobayashi, Senior Vice President & Division Chief Operating Officer, Ship,
Aerospace &Transportation System Division, Mitsubishi Corporation

Mr. Masahiko Sasajima, Senior Staff, Ombudsmen Committee, the Yomiuri Shimbun

CDR Atsushi Tohyama, Deputy Director, International Criminal Investigation Divi-
sion, Guard and Rescuer Department, Japan Coast Guard

Dr. Takako Hirose, Professor, Faculty of Law, Senshu University

Dr. Teruhiko Mano, Professor, Seigakuin University, Visiting Senior Managing Staff,
Tokyo Research International

VADM Makoto Yamazaki, Adviser, Hitachi Ltd.

Mr. Masahiro Akiyama, Chairman, Ocean Policy Research Foundation, Ex-Vice
Minister, Japan Defense Agency

RADM Kazumine Akimoto, Senior Research Fellow, OPRF
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1 India and Japan are the regional maritime powers on the respective flanks of Asia.
Japan has solidified in the post war era today’ s position of economic power for herself
based on expanding trade with foreign countries. India, after the end of the cold war, has
forged ahead with an open economic policy resulting in emerging as an economic power
of the twenty-first century. To ensure the safety and security of sea lines of communica-
tion (SLOCs), which is the basis of their economic development, is a vital subject for
both countries, as far as their national interests are concerned.

Moreover, in addition to maritime transportation, such issues as environment, fish-
ery, energy, seabed resources and maritime related border issues do exist in a mutual
relationship. Notably in these years, the disorder at sea and maritime violence such as
piracy, terrorism at sea, oil spill response, illegal migration, drug trafficking, disaster

management, and search and rescue have become more serious.

2 Focusing on the sea route for maritime transportation, the sea route up to Japan
through the Indian Ocean, Malacca Strait, the South China Sea and the East China
Sea from the Arabian Sea, that is} JIA Sea Route (back and forth between Japan, the
Indian Ocean and the Arabian Sea)” is for India a vital SLOCs in order to expand her
trade with Japan, China and ASEAN countries, and for Japan the main artery through
which transportation of energy resources becomes possible. For both India and
Japan, ensuring the safety and security of SLOCs in a cooperative manner is consis-
tent with their national interests.

Individually, both India and Japan not only face the seas with long shorelines,
but also their organizational power of maritime and naval as well as Coast Guard
forces exceeds a certain standard, and have strong economic power or its potential.
Furthermore, both India and Japan are mature democratic nations, rare in Asia, and

are countries that hold in common the concept of a state respecting freedom and

2



human rights. Fundamentally both countries respect each other and have main-
tained friendship consistently from the prewar era to the postwar era making the
relationship between the two countries a valuable bilateral relationship as evidenced
by the fact that they never became adversaries.

With regard to China’ s grappling with ocean security, which is showing a large
development, relations with China of either India or Japan are different from the
relationship between India and Japan, and with China both India and Japan have

common interests.

3 India and Japan should expand maritime security cooperation by taking such
measures as provided for below.

10 Pertaining to the piracy question, international cooperation in the area of the
Coast Guard organization has made great progress bilaterally and multilater-
ally through Japan’ s initiative after the interception and seizure of Alondra
Rainbow’ . However, international cooperation against maritime terrorism, which
has become a matter of concern in recent years, also need to be further strength-
ened. One specific form of that international cooperation is information net-
working. Not limited to intelligence of terrorism at sea, the integrated collec-
tion, communication and utilization of all information related to maritime secu-
rity are extremely important. If two regional maritime powers could proceed to
establish substantial cooperative schemes and effective systems in order to
solve the problems of maritime security, it would be the best possible plan.
Here, we wish to propose the establishment of Information Network of Indo-
Japan Ocean Security.” Although concrete ideas centering on the problems of
piracy have already been studied, it should be important for India and Japan in
the first place to try to establish a network, knead their ideas into shape, make
proposals and bring them to realization.

In addition, as a matter of course, information activities on ocean security
are to cover a wide range of problems, not limited to the questions of maritime
traffic, including mutually related problems such as environment, resources,
and search and rescue.

20 The JIA searoute running along the so-called unstable arc, is in the sea areas
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where piracy activities are centralized, and is where in recent years terrorism at
sea has become a reality. In addition to information activities as mentioned
above and in view of terrorist activities, preventing the proliferation of weapons
of mass destruction centering on nuclear weapons and missiles, we need to
consider all aspects of cooperation, including Proliferation Security Initiative’
and involvement in establishing a framework for regional maritime security.
For this reason, India and Japan should consider appropriate domestic legisla-
tion in conformity with international law.

30 Productive cooperation in the field of maritime security requires a positive ex-
pansion of upgraded mutual trust among the organizations of maritime power”
such as those related to safety and security of SLOCs of both countries. In recent
years, interchanges of the two countries’ coast guard organizations in the area of
anti-piracy measures such as coordinated exercises and mutual calls have greatly
progressed. It is desirable that interchange projects in a wide range of fields
including naval organizations should be more active. For instance, mutual calls,
joint exercises, promotion of interoperability by the two countries’ maritime orga-
nizations, and more utilization of offshore structures, shipbuilding and ship repair
activities should be promoted, to enhance confidence buildup.

400 Generally speaking, as deepening of security relations is thought difficult
without development of economic relations for both countries; strengthening
of economic relations” between India and Japan is important at first. For that,
a wide range of FTA negotiations between the two countries should be ad-
vanced in order to further strengthen the areas of trade, investment and financ-
ing. In addition to this, when we take maritime security cooperation into con-
sideration, it must be beneficial to implement ODA, private sectors’ investment
and technological cooperation, taking into account improvement of port facili-
ties, river transport, shipbuilding/marine industry, oceanographic research and
other marine relevant projects.

Referring to the ODA to India from Japan, it should not be conducted uni-
formly, and so one idea is that adjusted allocation of resources like marine
prioritized ODA” should be strategically put forward. This would be appealed

to the governments and industry societies of both countries.

26 |



50 After the system has been firmly established, efforts must be made so that
the bilateral cooperation is developed with regional cooperation being extended
into multilateral ones as necessary.
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