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Overview of DOALOS activities 

Abstract

Mr. Hariharan Pakshi Rajan 

Senior Law of the Sea/ Ocean Affairs Officer & Deputy-Secretary of the Commission 

DOALOS/OLA, United Nations 

One of the major functions of the United Nations is to contribute to the progressive 

development and codification of international law, and promote the strengthening and 

development as well as the effective implementation of the international legal order for the 

seas and oceans. The Division for Ocean affairs and the Law of the Sea, (DOALOS or 

Division), Office of Legal Affairs, is the focal point in the United Nations system for ocean 

affairs and the law of the sea.  The presentation will give an overview of the role of 

DOALOS in this regard with a view provide the right perspective for the subsequent 

presentations.

The main functions of DOALOS relate to monitoring the implementation of the 

United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea and its related instruments. There are 

certain responsibilities relating to the discharge of the functions in the field of oceans and 

the law of the sea entrusted to the Secretary-General of the United Nations under the 

Convention. These include certain depository and due publicity functions. The Division 

also discharges important Secretariat functions.  These include the servicing of the Meeting 

of the States Parties, United Nations Open-ended Informal Consultative Process on Oceans 

and the Law of the Sea (the Consultative Process or ICP), established by the General 

Assembly, and the Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf.

 Another important matter relates to capacity building.  The Division has a 

wide range of activities relevant to capacity-building. The presentation will provide an 

overview of these efforts.    

In addition, there are certain coordination and liaison functions. The work of the 

Division involves coordination with the work of other international organizations 

especially the International Seabed Authority and the   as well as with the scientific 

community.

And finally, the dissemination of information is extremely important. The Division 

has an excellent library and a modern user friendly website for dissemination of 

information.  In addition there are several publications on the subjects of contemporary 

interest.



Overview of DOALOSOverview of DOALOS

ActivitiesActivities

Content of presentationContent of presentation

�� Overview of DOALOSOverview of DOALOS

�� DOALOS FunctionsDOALOS Functions

IntroductionIntroduction

�� United Nations.United Nations.

�� Progressive development and Progressive development and 

codification of international law.codification of international law.

�� United Nations Convention and its United Nations Convention and its 

implementation through DOALOS.implementation through DOALOS.

�� DOALOS = focal point in the UN DOALOS = focal point in the UN 

system for ocean affairs and the law system for ocean affairs and the law 

of the sea.of the sea.

DOALOS Functions DOALOS Functions 

1.1. Depository and due publicity Depository and due publicity 

2.2. Secretariat functionsSecretariat functions

3.3. Capacity BuildingCapacity Building

�� Fellowships/trainingsFellowships/trainings

�� Trust FundsTrust Funds

4.4. Coordination / liaisonCoordination / liaison

5.5. Dissemination of informationDissemination of information

DOALOS Functions: DOALOS Functions: 

1.1. Depository and due publicityDepository and due publicity

�� Certainty and publicity of coastal Certainty and publicity of coastal 

states maritime zonesstates maritime zones’’ limitslimits

�� Facilities for deposit of charts and Facilities for deposit of charts and 

geographical coordinatesgeographical coordinates

�� DatabaseDatabase

DOALOS Functions:DOALOS Functions:

22. Secretariat. Secretariat

�� Meeting of States Parties (MSP)Meeting of States Parties (MSP)

–– ITLOSITLOS

–– CLCSCLCS

�� OpenOpen--ended Informal Consultative ended Informal Consultative 

Process on Oceans and the Law of the Process on Oceans and the Law of the 

Sea (ICP)Sea (ICP)

�� Commission on the Limits of the Commission on the Limits of the 

Continental ShelfContinental Shelf



DOALOS Functions:DOALOS Functions:

33. Capacity Building. Capacity Building (trust funds)(trust funds)

�� CLCS:CLCS:

–– For members of the CLCSFor members of the CLCS

–– For submitting StatesFor submitting States

�� ITLOSITLOS

�� Conference on Maritime Conference on Maritime 

Delimitation in the Caribbean;Delimitation in the Caribbean;

�� ICPICP

�� Straddling Fish StocksStraddling Fish Stocks

DOALOS Functions: DOALOS Functions: 

33. Capacity Building. Capacity Building (fellowships / training)(fellowships / training)

�� Fellowship and Training ProgrammesFellowship and Training Programmes

–– United NationsUnited Nations--Nippon Foundation Nippon Foundation 

fellowship fellowship 

–– Hamilton Shirley Amerasinghe Hamilton Shirley Amerasinghe 

Memorial Fellowship Memorial Fellowship 

–– Training Programme and Training Training Programme and Training 

Manual on delineation of the outer Manual on delineation of the outer 

limits of the Continental Shelf: limits of the Continental Shelf: 

–– TrainTrain--SeaSea--Coast Programme (TSC): Coast Programme (TSC): 

–– DOALOS/UNITAR Briefings DOALOS/UNITAR Briefings 

DOALOS Functions: DOALOS Functions: 

44.. Coordination / LiaisonCoordination / Liaison

�� International Seabed AuthorityInternational Seabed Authority

�� International Tribunal for the Law of International Tribunal for the Law of 

the Seathe Sea

DOALOS Functions: DOALOS Functions: 

55. Dissemination of information. Dissemination of information

�� WebsiteWebsite

�� LibraryLibrary

�� Ad hoc publicationsAd hoc publications

�� Periodical publicationsPeriodical publications

�� Training ManualsTraining Manuals

Q & AQ & A

ConclusionsConclusions



Process and Procedures of Submission made to the CLCS 

-How DOALOS functions as the secretariat of the CLCS�

 Abstract 

Mr. Hariharan Pakshi Rajan 

Senior Law of the Sea/ Ocean Affairs Officer & Deputy-Secretary of the Commission 

DOALOS/OLA, United Nations 

This presentation will focus on the process and procedures regarding submissions 

by coastal States to the Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf. The need for 

submission arises by virtue of Article 76 of the Convention. In accordance with that article, 

there are two formulae lines, and two constraint lines that can be applied by coastal States 

in delimiting the outer limits of their continental shelf, where it extends beyond 200 

nautical miles. The Commission examines these technical aspects of the submission.  

There is a time –frame for submission by States. There are also certain 

requirements for submissions by a coastal State. These requirements are contained the 

Scientific and Technical Guidelines and regulated by the Rules of Procedure of the 

Commission. These requirements relate to format, language, number of copies, information 

regarding any disputes, information regarding assistance provided by any member of the 

Commission etc. 

The Secretariat has certain specific role upon receipt of a submission, and takes 

necessary steps for inclusion in the agenda of the Commission’s session. The agenda of the 

session of the Commission will include a formal presentation by coastal State 

representatives. The Commission may establish a sub-commission to examine the 

submission. There are certain requirements and procedures for establishment of a sub-

commission.

In the examination of a submission, the sub-commission also follows certain 

procedures. This examination also includes interaction with the delegation of the 

submitting State on technical issues. Certain procedures have been established for such 

meetings.

After the examination of the submission, the sub-commission prepares its 

recommendations and presents to the Commission for adoption. And finally, is the stage 

when the Commission transmits the recommendations to the submitting State. These 

procedures will be explained during the presentation.  



Process and Procedures of Process and Procedures of 

Submission made to CLCS Submission made to CLCS 

--

How DOALOS functions as How DOALOS functions as 

Secretariat of the CLCSSecretariat of the CLCS

Content of presentationContent of presentation

�� Art 76Art 76

�� Requirements for the submissionRequirements for the submission

�� Receipt by SecretariatReceipt by Secretariat

�� Examination by CLCS/SubcommissionExamination by CLCS/Subcommission

�� RecommendationsRecommendations

Introduction (Art. 76)Introduction (Art. 76)

�� FormulaeFormulae

�� ConstraintsConstraints

�� Test of appurtenance (200 M)Test of appurtenance (200 M)

�� >200M = Submission>200M = Submission

�� Deadline = May 2009 / 10 yearsDeadline = May 2009 / 10 years

�� Rule 45Rule 45

Requirements: (rules 45Requirements: (rules 45--51)51)

SOURCES:SOURCES:

�� Scientific and Technical Guidelines Scientific and Technical Guidelines 

(STG)(STG)

�� Rules of procedure (Rules of procedure (RoPsRoPs) Capacity ) Capacity 

BuildingBuilding

Requirements: (rules 45Requirements: (rules 45--51)51)

Addressee/Languages/ContentAddressee/Languages/Content

�� Submission addressed to the SSubmission addressed to the S--GG

�� One of the UN official languagesOne of the UN official languages

�� Mandatory content:Mandatory content:

–
– DisputesDisputes

–
– Advice from CLCS memberAdvice from CLCS member

Requirements: (rules 45Requirements: (rules 45--51)51)

Format / Number of copiesFormat / Number of copies

�� Submission parts:Submission parts:

–
– Executive summary [22 copies]Executive summary [22 copies]

–
– Main body [8 copies]Main body [8 copies]

–
– Supporting scientific/technical data [2 copies]Supporting scientific/technical data [2 copies]

�� Hard copy / Electronic copyHard copy / Electronic copy



Actions by Secretariat upon Actions by Secretariat upon 

receipt of submissionreceipt of submission

�� Correspondence:Correspondence:

–
– AcknowledgementAcknowledgement

–
– Transmission to CLCS membersTransmission to CLCS members

–
– Notification to StatesNotification to States

–
– Publication on websitePublication on website

�� Inclusion in provisional agenda of CLCS Inclusion in provisional agenda of CLCS 

sessionsession

�� Notification / Invitation to submitting Notification / Invitation to submitting 

StateState

Consideration by CLCSConsideration by CLCS

�� Presentation by submitting State:Presentation by submitting State:

–
– Charts indicating the proposed limits;Charts indicating the proposed limits;

–
– Art 76 criteria;Art 76 criteria;

–
– Members of the Commission who assisted Members of the Commission who assisted 

the coastal State; the coastal State; 

–
– Information regarding disputes;Information regarding disputes;

–
– Comments on notes verbales.Comments on notes verbales.

�� Establishment of Subcommission:Establishment of Subcommission:

–
– IncompatibilitiesIncompatibilities

Examination by subcommissionExamination by subcommission

�� Initial examination:Initial examination:

–
– 1 week1 week

–
– Format verificationFormat verification

–
– Requests for corrections/informationRequests for corrections/information

–
– Preliminary analysis:Preliminary analysis:

�� Test of appurtenanceTest of appurtenance

�� Art 76 criteriaArt 76 criteria

�� 60M limit for construction lines60M limit for construction lines

�� Clarifications (written form)Clarifications (written form)

�� DisputesDisputes

Main Scientific and Technical Main Scientific and Technical 

examinationexamination

�� Detailed evaluation according to Detailed evaluation according to STGsSTGs

�� During:During:

–
– SessionsSessions

–
– Intersessionaly Intersessionaly 

–
– Through secure siteThrough secure site

�� Secretariat role:Secretariat role:

–
– Legal/Technical SecretariesLegal/Technical Secretaries

–
– Custody of Custody of 

documents/correspondencedocuments/correspondence

Subcommission proceduresSubcommission procedures

�� Communications: Communications: 

–
– ChairChair--Head of Head of DelegDeleg..

–
– Through SecretariatThrough Secretariat

–
– WrittenWritten

�� Meetings: Meetings: 

–
– AgendasAgendas

–
– Communications (ChairCommunications (Chair--Head of Head of DelegDeleg. ). )

–
– No recordsNo records

–
– Written questions and answers ( on record )Written questions and answers ( on record )

–
– Clarifications ( during / after the meetings )Clarifications ( during / after the meetings )

–
– BreaksBreaks

Recommendations prepared Recommendations prepared 

by the Subcommissionby the Subcommission

�� Presentation to PlenaryPresentation to Plenary

�� Q&AQ&A

�� Approved/Amended [Decisions by Approved/Amended [Decisions by 

consensus (or majority)]consensus (or majority)]

�� Final text of recommendationsFinal text of recommendations



The Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea: Technical Aspects

(Abstract)

Mr. Robert Sandev 

Geographic Information Systems (GIS) Officer, DOALOS/OLA, United Nations

The Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea of the Office of Legal Affairs is 

mandated to contribute to the wider acceptance and rational and consistent application of the United 

Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (the Convention).  

Its mandate as spelled out by the General Assembly of the United Nations in the Secretary-

General's Bulletin ST/SGB/1997/8 is to carry out the responsibilities entrusted to the Secretary-

General upon the adoption of the Convention and fulfil the functions associated with its entry into 

force. More specifically, the Division monitors developments in all relevant areas in order to report 

annually to the General Assembly on matters relating to the law of the sea and ocean affairs. Further, it 

formulates recommendations to the Assembly and other intergovernmental forums aimed at promoting 

a better understanding of the Convention, and ensures that the Organization has the capacity to 

respond to requests for advice and assistance from States in the implementation of the Convention. 

The aforementioned document, the Convention and the General Assembly’s annual 

resolutions are the basis for the comprehensive information dissemination programme developed by 

the Division and the information communication technology adopted to execute this programme. 

This presentation is a brief summary of the main components of the programme and the 

relevant infrastructure in place in the Division. 

From its establishment, the Division developed extensive publication programme consisted of 

recurrent and non-recurrent publications addressing various issues from purely informative nature, 

such as status of the Convention and related agreements, to more substantive nature such as analysis of 

pressing issues in collaboration with experts in various relevant fields, reports on the status of marine 

environment, summary of States’ practice on various aspects of the Convention, training manuals and 

technical guidelines to assist States Parties in meeting their obligations under the Convention and other 

subjects as requested by States Parties to the Convention.  It also established the Law of the Sea 

library, unique source of information in the Organization open to representatives, delegations and 

other visitors upon appointment. 

With the adoption of new information and communication technologies by the United Nations, 

the Division rapidly moved from traditional and in many regards obsolete ways of collection and 

dissemination of information to more advanced digital method.  It quickly joined the computer 

network in the Secretariat as soon as it was introduced at first as wide area network with several 

terminals at the user end and then as local area network with personal computers on every desk.  The 

new infrastructure drove to the demand for Internet access for all the employees and the development 

of the website, adoption of various software packages that enable the transition from printed 

information in paper format to digital information storage and dissemination. 

In addition the Division adopted digital archiving method utilizing tools available in the 

Organization.  In the last four years all the relevant incoming and outgoing communication (paper and 

digital) is stored digitally.  This significantly reduced the storage space needed for the archives and the 

time spent on locating communication on various subjects with various internal and external partners.  

The Division paid particular attention to the needs of the Commission on the Limits of the 

Continental Shelf, unique in many regards from the perspective of the information technology.  The 

analysis of spatial information, as required for the Commission to fulfill its mandate, led to the 

adoption of the geographic information system including three computer laboratories equipped with 

personal computers connected in small local area networks engaging specific security arrangements to 

address the issues of confidentiality of the data submitted by States Parties.  This network also 

includes large format scanner and plotter to enable the Commission to process large printed charts and 

print ones as needed.  Special software packages and staff with relevant technical expertise support the 

analysis of spatial information carried out by the members of the Commission.  

Rapid developments of information technology and growing demands from States Parties are 

the reason for the Division to constantly review its infrastructure and information and communication 

programme and adopt new information and communication technologies as needed to ensure highest 

satisfaction of the States Parties and other audience with its services.  The presentation will include a 

brief overview of future plans in this area. 







http://www.un.org/depts/los 









Capacity-building to assist developing States in the preparation of submissions 

-Purpose and practice of the DOALOS programs, and other relevant programs  

(Abstract)

Mr. Vladimir Jares 

Law of the Sea/Ocean Affairs Officer, DOALOS/OLA, United Nations 

The presentation provides an overview of the challenges that developing States are 

facing in the implementation of article 76 of the United Nations Convention on the Law of 

the Sea (“UNCLOS”), when they engage in the complex task of establishing the outer limits 

of its continental shelf beyond 200 nautical miles and preparing a submission of the 

particulars of such limits to the Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf (“CLCS”) 

along with supporting scientific and technical data. Such project requires high-level 

scientific/technical expertise and modern technology, for example qualifications in 

hydrography and geosciences, as well as full understanding of the relevant provisions of 

UNCLOS. Since such expertise may not be readily available in all countries, especially the 

developing ones, the international community is called upon to make every effort to facilitate 

the full implementation of article 76 both financially and in any other possible way, in 

particular through capacity-building. A crucial theme of UNCLOS is that developing States 

should not, because of lack of resources or capacity, be disadvantaged with regard to access 

to or use of their natural resources. It would therefore be inconsistent with the spirit of 

UNCLOS if developing States were unable to define the limits of their extended continental 

shelf owing to a lack of resources or capacity. 

The presentation then focuses on actions taken by the CLCS, including the adoption 

of the Scientific and Technical Guidelines and preparation of the outline for a five-day 

training course. It also elaborates on various actions taken by the General Assembly of the 

United Nations, including the establishment of a Trust Fund to assist developing States for 

the purpose of desktop studies and project planning, and preparing and submitting 

information under article 76 of UNCLOS to the CLCS. 

A major part of the presentation is devoted to capacity building programmes and other 

activities deployed by the Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea, Office of Legal 

Affairs (DOALOS/OLA), United Nations Secretariat. These programmes and activities 

include, inter alia, the preparation of the Training Manual for the delineation of the outer 

limits of the continental shelf beyond 200 nautical miles and for the preparation of 

submissions to CLCS; preparation and delivery, pursuant to General Assembly resolutions 

59/24 and 60/30, of four major regional training courses in Fiji, Sri Lanka, Ghana and 

Argentina in 2005 and 2006, and also the administration of the Trust fund for the purpose of 

facilitating the preparation of submissions to the CLCS for developing States, in particular 

the least developed countries and small island developing States, and compliance with article 

76 of UNCLOS. In this regard, the presentation first elaborates in detail on the methodology 

and approaches in the delivery of the regional training courses and then follows with a 

description of the mechanism of the trust fund management. 

The presentation concludes with information on DOALOS cooperation with other 

entities in the delivery of “hands-on” training courses, with national governments in 

nationally-organized seminars, and a general outline of current plans for the delivery of 

additional regional and subregional training courses. 
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