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Overview of DOALOS activities
Abstract

Mr. Hariharan Pakshi Rajan
Senior Law of the Sea/ Ocean Affairs Officer & Deputy-Secretary of the Commission
DOALOS/OLA, United Nations

One of the major functions of the United Nations is to contribute to the progressive
development and codification of international law, and promote the strengthening and
development as well as the effective implementation of the international legal order for the
seas and oceans. The Division for Ocean affairs and the Law of the Sea, (DOALOS or
Division), Office of Legal Affairs, is the focal point in the United Nations system for ocean
affairs and the law of the sea. The presentation will give an overview of the role of
DOALOS in this regard with a view provide the right perspective for the subsequent
presentations.

The main functions of DOALOS relate to monitoring the implementation of the
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea and its related instruments. There are
certain responsibilities relating to the discharge of the functions in the field of oceans and
the law of the sea entrusted to the Secretary-General of the United Nations under the
Convention. These include certain depository and due publicity functions. The Division
also discharges important Secretariat functions. These include the servicing of the Meeting
of the States Parties, United Nations Open-ended Informal Consultative Process on Oceans
and the Law of the Sea (the Consultative Process or ICP), established by the General
Assembly, and the Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf.

Another important matter relates to capacity building. The Division has a
wide range of activities relevant to capacity-building. The presentation will provide an
overview of these efforts.

In addition, there are certain coordination and liaison functions. The work of the
Division involves coordination with the work of other international organizations
especially the International Seabed Authority and the as well as with the scientific
community.

And finally, the dissemination of information is extremely important. The Division
has an excellent library and a modern user friendly website for dissemination of
information. In addition there are several publications on the subjects of contemporary
interest.



Content of presentation

= United Nations.

= Progressive development and
codification of international law.

= United Nations Convention and its
implementation through DOALOS.

m  DOALOS = focal point in the UN
system for ocean affairs and the law
of the sea.

Overview of DOALOS = Overview of DOALOS
Activities
= DOALOS Functions
Introduction DOALOS Functions

=

Depository and due publicity
Secretariat functions
Capacity Building
®  Fellowships/trainings
B Trust Funds

Coordination / liaison
5. Dissemination of information
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»

DOALOS Functions:
1. Depository and due publicity

» Certainty and publicity of coastal
states maritime zones’ limits

» Facilities for deposit of charts and
geographical coordinates

= Database

DOALOS Functions:
2. Secretariat

= Meeting of States Parties (MSP)
—-ITLOS
- CLCS

= Open-ended Informal Consultative
Process on Oceans and the Law of the
Sea (ICP)

= Commission on the Limits of the
Continental Shelf




DOALOS Functions:
3. Capacity Building (trust funds)

= CLCS:
— For members of the CLCS
— For submitting States

= ITLOS

= Conference on Maritime
Delimitation in the Caribbean;

= ICP
m Straddling Fish Stocks

DOALOS Functions:
3. Capacity BUIldIng (fellowships / training)

= Fellowship and Training Programmes

— United Nations-Nippon Foundation
fellowship

— Hamilton Shirley Amerasinghe
Memorial Fellowship

— Training Programme and Training
Manual on delineation of the outer
limits of the Continental Shelf:

— Train-Sea-Coast Programme (TSC):

— DOALOS/UNITAR Briefings

DOALOS Functions:
4. Coordination / Liaison

= International Seabed Authority

= International Tribunal for the Law of
the Sea

DOALOS Functions:
5. Dissemination of information

= Website

= Library

= Ad hoc publications

= Periodical publications

= Training Manuals

‘ Conclusions 000 O

Q&A




Process and Procedures of Submission made to the CLCS
-How DOALOS functions as the secretariat of the CLCS -

Abstract

Mr. Hariharan Pakshi Rajan
Senior Law of the Sea/ Ocean Affairs Officer & Deputy-Secretary of the Commission
DOALOS/OLA, United Nations

This presentation will focus on the process and procedures regarding submissions
by coastal States to the Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf. The need for
submission arises by virtue of Article 76 of the Convention. In accordance with that article,
there are two formulae lines, and two constraint lines that can be applied by coastal States
in delimiting the outer limits of their continental shelf, where it extends beyond 200
nautical miles. The Commission examines these technical aspects of the submission.

There is a time —frame for submission by States. There are also certain
requirements for submissions by a coastal State. These requirements are contained the
Scientific and Technical Guidelines and regulated by the Rules of Procedure of the
Commission. These requirements relate to format, language, number of copies, information
regarding any disputes, information regarding assistance provided by any member of the
Commission etc.

The Secretariat has certain specific role upon receipt of a submission, and takes
necessary steps for inclusion in the agenda of the Commission’s session. The agenda of the
session of the Commission will include a formal presentation by coastal State
representatives. The Commission may establish a sub-commission to examine the
submission. There are certain requirements and procedures for establishment of a sub-
commission.

In the examination of a submission, the sub-commission also follows certain
procedures. This examination also includes interaction with the delegation of the
submitting State on technical issues. Certain procedures have been established for such
meetings.

After the examination of the submission, the sub-commission prepares its
recommendations and presents to the Commission for adoption. And finally, is the stage
when the Commission transmits the recommendations to the submitting State. These
procedures will be explained during the presentation.



Process and Procedures of
Submission made to CLCS

How DOALOS functions as
Secretariat of the CLCS

Content of presentation

Art 76

Requirements for the submission
Receipt by Secretariat

Examination by CLCS/Subcommission
Recommendations

Introduction (Art. 76)

Formulae

Constraints

Test of appurtenance (200 M)
>200M = Submission

Deadline = May 2009 / 10 years
= Rule 45

Requirements: (rules 45-51)

SOURCES:

= Scientific and Technical Guidelines
(STG)

= Rules of procedure (RoPs) Capacity
Building

Requirements: (rules 45-51)
Addressee/Languages/Content

= Submission addressed to the S-G
= One of the UN official languages

= Mandatory content:
— Disputes
— Advice from CLCS member

Requirements: (rules 45-51)
Format / Number of copies

= Submission parts:
— Executive summary [22 copies]
— Main body [8 copies]
— Supporting scientific/technical data [2 copies]

= Hard copy / Electronic copy




Actions by Secretariat upon
receipt of submission

= Correspondence:
— Acknowledgement
— Transmission to CLCS members
— Notification to States
— Publication on website

= Inclusion in provisional agenda of CLCS
session

= Notification / Invitation to submitting
State

Consideration by CLCS

= Presentation by submitting State:
— Charts indicating the proposed limits;
— Art 76 criteria;

— Members of the Commission who assisted
the coastal State;

- Information regarding disputes;
— Comments on notes verbales.

= Establishment of Subcommission:
— Incompatibilities

Examination by subcommission

= Initial examination:
-1 week
— Format verification
— Requests for corrections/information
— Preliminary analysis:
= Test of appurtenance
m Art 76 criteria
= 60M limit for construction lines

= Clarifications (written form)
= Disputes

Main Scientific and Technical
examination

= Detailed evaluation according to STGs
= During:

— Sessions

— Intersessionaly

— Through secure site
» Secretariat role:

- Legal/Technical Secretaries

— Custody of
documents/correspondence

Subcommission procedures

= Communications:
— Chair-Head of Deleg.
— Through Secretariat
— Written

m Meetings:
- Agendas
— Communications (Chair-Head of Deleg. )
- No records
— Written questions and answers ( on record )
— Clarifications ( during / after the meetings )
— Breaks

Recommendations prepared
by the Subcommission

= Presentation to Plenary
= Q&A

= Approved/Amended [Decisions by
consensus (or majority)]

= Final text of recommendations




The Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea: Technical Aspects
(Abstract)
Mr. Robert Sandev
Geographic Information Systems (GIS) Officer, DOALOS/OLA, United Nations

The Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea of the Office of Legal Affairs is
mandated to contribute to the wider acceptance and rational and consistent application of the United
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (the Convention).

Its mandate as spelled out by the General Assembly of the United Nations in the Secretary-
General's Bulletin ST/SGB/1997/8 is to carry out the responsibilities entrusted to the Secretary-
General upon the adoption of the Convention and fulfil the functions associated with its entry into
force. More specifically, the Division monitors developments in all relevant areas in order to report
annually to the General Assembly on matters relating to the law of the sea and ocean affairs. Further, it
formulates recommendations to the Assembly and other intergovernmental forums aimed at promoting
a better understanding of the Convention, and ensures that the Organization has the capacity to
respond to requests for advice and assistance from States in the implementation of the Convention.

The aforementioned document, the Convention and the General Assembly’s annual
resolutions are the basis for the comprehensive information dissemination programme developed by
the Division and the information communication technology adopted to execute this programme.

This presentation is a brief summary of the main components of the programme and the
relevant infrastructure in place in the Division.

From its establishment, the Division developed extensive publication programme consisted of
recurrent and non-recurrent publications addressing various issues from purely informative nature,
such as status of the Convention and related agreements, to more substantive nature such as analysis of
pressing issues in collaboration with experts in various relevant fields, reports on the status of marine
environment, summary of States’ practice on various aspects of the Convention, training manuals and
technical guidelines to assist States Parties in meeting their obligations under the Convention and other
subjects as requested by States Parties to the Convention. It also established the Law of the Sea
library, unique source of information in the Organization open to representatives, delegations and
other visitors upon appointment.

With the adoption of new information and communication technologies by the United Nations,
the Division rapidly moved from traditional and in many regards obsolete ways of collection and
dissemination of information to more advanced digital method. It quickly joined the computer
network in the Secretariat as soon as it was introduced at first as wide area network with several
terminals at the user end and then as local area network with personal computers on every desk. The
new infrastructure drove to the demand for Internet access for all the employees and the development
of the website, adoption of various software packages that enable the transition from printed
information in paper format to digital information storage and dissemination.

In addition the Division adopted digital archiving method utilizing tools available in the
Organization. In the last four years all the relevant incoming and outgoing communication (paper and
digital) is stored digitally. This significantly reduced the storage space needed for the archives and the
time spent on locating communication on various subjects with various internal and external partners.

The Division paid particular attention to the needs of the Commission on the Limits of the
Continental Shelf, unique in many regards from the perspective of the information technology. The
analysis of spatial information, as required for the Commission to fulfill its mandate, led to the
adoption of the geographic information system including three computer laboratories equipped with
personal computers connected in small local area networks engaging specific security arrangements to
address the issues of confidentiality of the data submitted by States Parties. This network also
includes large format scanner and plotter to enable the Commission to process large printed charts and
print ones as needed. Special software packages and staff with relevant technical expertise support the
analysis of spatial information carried out by the members of the Commission.

Rapid developments of information technology and growing demands from States Parties are
the reason for the Division to constantly review its infrastructure and information and communication
programme and adopt new information and communication technologies as needed to ensure highest
satisfaction of the States Parties and other audience with its services. The presentation will include a
brief overview of future plans in this area.



The Division for Ocean Affairs
and the Law of the Sea

Technical Aspects

Seminar on the Activities of the Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of
the Sea in United Nations in the areas of the Outer Continental Shelf and
Capacity building

Tokyo, Japan, December 7-8 2006

Robert Sandev, GIS Officer, DOALOS/OLA

DOALQS: Core Functions
(Secretary-General's Bulletin ST/SGB/1997/8 )

* Providing advice, studies, assistance and research on the implementation of
the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, on issues of a

eneral nature and on specific developments relating to the research and
egal regime for the oceans;

+ Providing substantive servicing to the General Assembly on the law of the
sea and ocean affairs, to the Meeting of States Parties to the Convention
and to the Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf;

* Providing support to the organizations of the United Nations system to
facilitate consistency with the Convention of the instruments and
programmes in their respeclive areas of compelence;

» Discharging the responsibilities, other than depositary functions, of the
Secretary-General under the Convention;

= Conducting monitoring and research activities and maintaining a .
comprehensive information system and research library on the Convention
and on the law of the sea and ocean affairs;

+ Providing training and fellowship and technical assistance in the field of the
law of the sea and ocean affairs.




Publications

= Recurrent
= Non-recurrent

= Parliamentary

Recurrent publications

s Law of the Sea Information Circular

= Law of the Sea Bulletins




Non-recurrent publications:
Training Manual
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Information resources on the web
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Information resources on the web

Development criteria: past and future

e Simplicity
o Effectiveness
e Functionality

&
\

Geographic Information Systems (GIS) “*

GIS is a system of computer software,
hardware and data, and personnel to
help manipulate, analyze and present
information that is tied to a spatial
location.




Geographic Information Systems (GIS)

1st geographic information system lab

Geographic Information Systems (GIS)




Geographic Information Systems (GIS)

2nd geographic information system lab

T‘IT

Geographic Information Systems (GIS)

Storage room & conference room




Capacity-building to assist developing States in the preparation of submissions
-Purpose and practice of the DOALOS programs, and other relevant programs
(Abstract)

Mr. Vladimir Jares
Law of the Sea/Ocean Affairs Officer, DOALOS/OLA, United Nations

The presentation provides an overview of the challenges that developing States are
facing in the implementation of article 76 of the United Nations Convention on the Law of
the Sea (“UNCLOS”), when they engage in the complex task of establishing the outer limits
of its continental shelf beyond 200 nautical miles and preparing a submission of the
particulars of such limits to the Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf (“CLCS”)
along with supporting scientific and technical data. Such project requires high-level
scientific/technical expertise and modern technology, for example qualifications in
hydrography and geosciences, as well as full understanding of the relevant provisions of
UNCLOS. Since such expertise may not be readily available in all countries, especially the
developing ones, the international community is called upon to make every effort to facilitate
the full implementation of article 76 both financially and in any other possible way, in
particular through capacity-building. A crucial theme of UNCLOS is that developing States
should not, because of lack of resources or capacity, be disadvantaged with regard to access
to or use of their natural resources. It would therefore be inconsistent with the spirit of
UNCLOS if developing States were unable to define the limits of their extended continental
shelf owing to a lack of resources or capacity.

The presentation then focuses on actions taken by the CLCS, including the adoption
of the Scientific and Technical Guidelines and preparation of the outline for a five-day
training course. It also elaborates on various actions taken by the General Assembly of the
United Nations, including the establishment of a Trust Fund to assist developing States for
the purpose of desktop studies and project planning, and preparing and submitting
information under article 76 of UNCLOS to the CLCS.

A major part of the presentation is devoted to capacity building programmes and other
activities deployed by the Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea, Office of Legal
Affairs (DOALOS/OLA), United Nations Secretariat. These programmes and activities
include, inter alia, the preparation of the Training Manual for the delineation of the outer
limits of the continental shelf beyond 200 nautical miles and for the preparation of
submissions to CLCS; preparation and delivery, pursuant to General Assembly resolutions
59/24 and 60/30, of four major regional training courses in Fiji, Sri Lanka, Ghana and
Argentina in 2005 and 2006, and also the administration of the Trust fund for the purpose of
facilitating the preparation of submissions to the CLCS for developing States, in particular
the least developed countries and small island developing States, and compliance with article
76 of UNCLOS. In this regard, the presentation first elaborates in detail on the methodology
and approaches in the delivery of the regional training courses and then follows with a
description of the mechanism of the trust fund management.

The presentation concludes with information on DOALOS cooperation with other
entities in the delivery of “hands-on” training courses, with national governments in
nationally-organized seminars, and a general outline of current plans for the delivery of
additional regional and subregional training courses.
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Omigaﬁans under the United Mations € XY
Convention on the Law of the Sea of 10 &% %
December 7982 {“UNCLOS”.}
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Under article 4 of annex |l to UNCLOS, a coastal State
intending to establish the outer limits to its continental shelf
beyond 200 nautical miles is obligated to submit particulars
of such limits to the Commission on the Limits of the
Continental Shelf (“CLCS or “the Commission) along with
supporting scientific and technical data as soon as
possible but in any case within 10 years of the entry into
force of the Convention for that State.

7 December 2006
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The complexity of the task of preparing submissions to the
Commission;

Need to deploy significant resources, capacity and
expertise for collection, collation and analysis of a large
amount of bathymetric, seismic and geophysical data;

Lack of required resources, including human resources, and
other capacity;

Approaching time-limit, which for some States is 13 May
2009.

T December 2006

Need for effective capacity-building and

assistance to deve?_upire.g countries
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There is an essential need for capacity-building to
ensure that developing countries are able both to
implement the Convention and to benefit from the
sustainable development of the oceans and seas.

7 December 2006




Actions taken 55 the Commission on
the Limits of the Continental Shelf

Adoption of Scientific and Technical Guidelines;
Outline for the five-day training course.

Note: CLCS - not mandated by UNCLOS to conduct or
organize training, though members may be involved in their
personal capacities. Nevertheless, the CLCS as a body felt
obliged to prepare the outline for a five-day training course
in order to facilitate the preparation of submissions in
accordance not only with its Guidelines, but also with the
letter and spirit of UNCLOS.

T December 2006

AR
Actions taken by the General AssemHH s\‘g _ﬂé}

Recognition of the need for
capacity-building;

Establishment of Article 76
Trust Fund;

Endorsement of the initiative
by DOALOS to organize
regional training courses
based on the Training
Manual;

7 December 2006




Actions by DOALOS and develepment of (@%

capacity building programmes
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Preparation and production of the Training Manual;

Preparation and delivery of regional training courses in Fiji,
Sri Lanka, Ghana and Argentina;

Administration of the Trust fund for the purpose of
facilitating the preparation of submissions to the CLCS;

Participation in training courses, seminars, symposiums
and other activities organized by various Governments or
entities.

ember 2006

I'raining manval on the preparation of 2
submission to the ClLEs

Prepared by DOALOS;

Assistance by two Members
of the CLCS -Mr. Harald
Brakke and Mr. Galo
Carrera;

Goals —to provide in-depth
understanding of the legal,
scientific, technical and
procedural issues related to
the implementation of article
76 of UNCLOS.

7 December 2006
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Purpose: To provide training to the appropriate technical
staff of wide-continental-margin developing States;

Mandate: Paragraph 32 of General Assembly resolution
59/24 of 17 November 2004;

Programme: based on the “Outline for a five-day training
course for delineation of the outer limits of the continental
shelf beyond 200 nautical miles and for preparation of a
submission of a coastal State to the Commission on the
Limits of the Continental Shelf’ (CLCS/24), and on the
training manual, with additional components, including side-
events.

7 December 2006
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Module | - Legal Framework

Module Il - Geodetic Methodologies

Module IlI - Hydrographic Methodologies

Module IV - Morphological Methodologies

Module V - Geological Methodologies

Module VI - Geophysical Methodologies

Module VII - Seafloor Highs

Module VIII - Planning and Management of a Submission

Module IX - Procedure for Preparation and Presentation of
a submission

7 December 2006
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Region and countries: six
developing States of the
South Pacific (members of
SOPAC) and four East-Asian
States;

Dates: from 28 February to
4 March 2005;

In cooperation with: the
South Pacific Applied
Geoscience Commission
(SOPAC) and the
Commonwealth Secretariat;
Participation: 36 technical
and administrative staff.

7 December 2006
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Region and countries: 12
developing States of the
Indian Ocean region;
Dates: from 16 to 20 May
2005;

In cooperation with:
Government of Sri Lanka and
the Commonwealth
Secretariat;

Participation: 40 technical
and administrative staff.

7 December 2006

ird req?or-.aul training course

73
— Acera (Ghara )

Region and countries: 16
developing States of the
African region bordering the
Eastern Atlantic;

Dates: from 5 to 9 December

In collaboration with: the
Government of Ghana, the
Commonwealth Secretariat,
and with the support of the
African Union and the
Economic Community of West
African States (ECOWAS);

Participation: 54 technical and
administrative staff.

7 December 2006
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Region and countries: 11
Caribbean and Latin
American countries;

Dates: from 8 to 12 May 2006;
In collaboration with the
Government of Argentina and
the support of
intergovernmental
organizations, including the
Commonwealth Secretariat;
Participation: 37 technical
and administrative staff.

7 December 2006

R_e_c_]iur-a;' training courses
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During the delivery of the four regional training courses on
the delineation of the outer limits of the continental shelf
beyond 200 nautical miles and the preparation of
submissions to the Commission, the Division trained about
160 technical and administrative staff from 49 developing
coastal States.

7 December 2006
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Established by the Secretary-General pursuant to
paragraph 18 of General Assembly resolution 55/7 of 30
October 2000;

Purposes, terms of reference;

Mechanism for applications disbursement of funds;

80 participants in the regional fraining courses organized by
the Division in 2005-06 received assistance from the Trust
Fund.

7 December 2006
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Training of technical and administrative staff;

Desktop study or other means to make an initial
assessment of the nature of the continental shelf and its
limits;

Working out of plans for the acquisition of necessary
additional data and mapping projects;

Preparation of final submission documents;

Advisory/consultancy assistance related to the above
points.
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Thank you for your attention.

y)
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