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The term terrorism means premeditated, politically motivated violence
perpetrated against noncombatant* targets by subnational groups or
clandestine agents, usually intended to influence an audience.

The term international terrorism means terrorism involving citizens or the
territory of more than one country.

The term terrorist group means any group practicing, or that has significant
subgroups that practice, international terrorism.

*The term “noncombatant” is interpreted to include, in addition to civilians,
military personnel who at the time of the incident are unarmed and/or not on
duty. 24

24 U.S. Department of State, “Patterns of Global Terrorism 2003” (2004) p. vii
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