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Dear Friends,

The history of the fight against leprosy is a history of courageous men and women who overcame prevailing myth, prejudices
and discrimination and attempted to bring dignity and respect for persons affected by leprosy.

One of these people was Mr. Ryoichi Sasakawa who dreamed of eradicating leprosy and founded Sasakawa Memorial Health
Foundation thirty years ago. It was indeed a dream at that time, as there was no effective cure for the disease, leprosy patients
and their families suffered ostracism, isolation and many kinds of humiliation. At that time, almost thirty years ago Mr. Sasakawa
approached the WHO and offered assistance to strengthen the leprosy control programme. His goal was simple. Cure, once
available, should reach people affected by leprosy wherever they are and with all speed.

Today, after thirty years the whole world can see the result of Mr. Ryoichi Sasakawa's vision. Today, every leprosy patient
wherever he or she is can get anti-leprosy treatment free of cost. The treatment, of course, popularly known as the multi-drug
therapy, or MDT, is available in every primary healthcare center as close to the patients' home as possible. And as a result, in
less than two decades, we have been able to find and completely cure more than 14 million people affected by leprosy. The
Foundation helped WHO to make this possible, first by providing funding support for strengthening leprosy control in all
countries where people suffered the disease. In addition, the Foundation supported free of cost the supplies of MDT to all
endemic countries for five years between 1995 to 1999.

Today leprosy has been eliminated as a public health programme for 113 out of 122 countries. We now need to focus our
leprosy elimination programme in just 9 countries in Africa, Asia and Latin America. Continued success relies on our strong

partnership.

The Foundation's guiding principle is to assist the effort of the countries themselves to deal with health issues affecting their



citizens. Indeed, our most important partners are the national governments of the endemic countries. The Foundation also
works closely with the local, national and international NGOs to form a united front against this disease. The Foundation is also
doing more than ever to abolish stigma and discrimination against the people affected by leprosy. Mr. Yohei Sasakawa, the
current president of the Nippon Foundation and WHO Goodwill Ambassador, is carrying his father's vision and dream forward
and advocating for human rights for leprosy affected people and their families. Along with the Ambassador, other members of
the Foundation, particularly, Professor Kenzo Kiikuni and Dr. Yo Yuasa, are working tirelessly to bring an end to the age old
stigma against the disease and its sufferers.

For me, the leprosy elimination is close to my heart. I am personally committed to this cause and laud the great efforts being
made by the Foundation to alleviate the suffering of those affected by this disease. We at WHO consider our collaboration with

the Foundation a collaboration of shared vision and shared dreams to see a world without leprosy.

Again, congratulations. And thank you from WHO on the occasion of the Foundation's 30th anniversary.
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